
Suffolk University Seminar for Freshmen Program 

 

 

Faculty Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The Seminar for Freshmen (SF) – a graduation requirement for all College of Arts and Science 

undergraduates – is a rigorous, exciting, topic-based course for students in their first semester.  

 

General outlines of the SF course: 

 

• Faculty design courses based on their own teaching and research interests and creative 

pedagogical impulses. These signature courses often are interdisciplinary, connecting the 

instructor’s particular field of expertise or current research to a broader field of inquiry. 

• SF courses are reading- and writing-intensive, and provide a significant level of academic 

rigor appropriate to college-level learning.  

• SF courses are taught by seasoned faculty who are experts in their fields. This enables Suffolk 

to connect new students with our top scholars and teachers, thus increasing long-term 

relationships with faculty, enhancing Suffolk student identity, and retention.   

• Each course is limited to 19 students in order to encourage a high level of student-to-student 

and student-to-faculty interaction. 

 

Faculty roles and expectations: 

 

• SF faculty act as mentors to the 19 students enrolled in their courses. In this expansive role, 

faculty strive to make students feel comfortable and competent at Suffolk. A mentor is a 

role model who guides incoming students to the intellectual, social, and cultural life of 

the college and the city of Boston. Faculty mentors serve as liaisons between their 

students and various departments in which students (intend to) major facilitating 

conversations about majors, minors, careers, internships, social involvement, etc. Based 

on students’ particular interests and aspirations, SF faculty help them make connections 

to academic advisors, staff, student organizations on campus, and alumni.   

• SF faculty facilitate first year students’ transition to college (both academic and social) by 

providing moral and logistical support. Faculty are receptive to students’ questions that 

may be peripheral to the course material they are teaching, questions that range from 

financial aid difficulties to the process of registration; from social demands of the college 

life to time management. Therefore, faculty must be well informed about university 

support services. 

• SF faculty are encouraged to be innovative, and to connect classroom learning to the larger 

world of learning as much as possible. Faculty members organize field trips; arrange 

visits by guest speakers (often prominent writers, legislators, scientists, artists, advocates, 

and public intellectuals); engage students in experiential learning and service learning; 

take students to museums, historic places, theatre performances, public lectures, and 

various cultural events. To that end, each SF course has a budget for enrichment and 

bonding activities as well as special classroom materials. See examples of SF activities 

here: http://sfsuffolk.org/ 

 



Professional socialization and training for SF faculty: 

 

• SF faculty participate in several workshops each academic year that are designed to improve 

our collective sense of the mission of the program and build a supportive teaching 

community. We discuss effective pedagogical approaches, address particular challenges 

we face as first-year instructors, and share best practices.   

• New SF faculty participate in a workshop during Spring semester or summer that explains and 

expands upon the points mentioned above. 

• SF faculty participate in the peer review of teaching. The peer review process helps maintain 

the quality of teaching and learning in the program. It also provides faculty members with 

an opportunity to discuss and receive feedback on their teaching in a collegial and 

encouraging atmosphere. 

 

Information and Publicity: 

 

In 2016-2017 AY the SF program launched its own community website, http://sfsuffolk.org/  in 

order to    

 Publish engaging stories about SF events, speakers, and faculty-student projects  

 Maintain a calendar of all SF enrichment activities  

 Celebrate the successes of our current students and alumni  

 Create a community of teachers and scholars around the common bonds we face 

as SF faculty 

 Host teaching resources developed by and for SF faculty 

 Provide a reference standard of quality by featuring the best student projects 

 Encourage connections among different generations of SF students – past, 

present and prospective 

 Provide resources and examples of model SF courses for new SF faculty 

 Provide a venue for student reporters and writers to practice their writing and 

editorial skills  

 Increase the visibility of the SF program for student recruiting  

 

SF faculty are encouraged to contribute to the website content development by submitting 

stories, pictures, materials on pedagogy, assignments & exercises developed specifically for SF, 

student projects, etc.  

http://sfsuffolk.org/

